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PG 10

MODULAR
INSPIRATION

Motivated by the need to seek

minimalism in design.
A renewed interest in

order and

engaging design.

Businesses strive to continually grow and
change with time.
Strive to achieve simplicity
construction.

and speed in

APPLICATION

Use prefabricated modular pods in commercial
interiors.
Incorporate reclaimed storage containers or
modular units into designs.
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FIVE AM ARCHITECTS

MODULAR
MODULAR INTERIOR PODS
Businesses are constantly looking for new
ways to allow for flexibility without much
investment. An example of this Is Five AM
Architects’ Suivez le Guide. Five AM have
transformed an open plan office space into a
flexible set-up that accentuates both privacy
and community. The plan is made up of movable modules, monochromatic meeting areas,
and private chambers. This flexible space 		
enables employees to custom create their
desired work area with a simple slide of the
moving modules. This design really goes
outside the box when it comes to office
furniture, redefining the conventional ways
of working and communication. By opting for
new ways to align the volumes, the user is able
to constantly create other functions.
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FIVE AM ARCHITECTS

MODULAR
STORAGE CONTAINERS
The rise of innovative green architecture has
created an increasingly in-vogue trend:
stacking and linking rugged and versatile
freight shipping containers and transforming
them into fully inhabitable structures. They are
an excellent example of reuse, and offer a quick
and inexpensive prefabricated design solution.
Chile-based DX Arquitectos stacked a series of
these re-purposed shipping containers to create
cool prefab offices and showrooms for

Muebles Gacitúa´s furniture lines. The
modular units were a snap to set up, and they
provide shelter and buffer noise from the busy
nearby roads. The unique prefab buildings are
still painted a rusty red color washed out by
the sea and sun, and they feature green patios
and long terraces. This “cargotecture” trend is
sweeping the country with more architects dis-
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covering new uses for prefab modular units.

PHOTO © PABLO BLANCO BARROS

MODULAR
PREFAB CLASSROOM
Prefabricated units are not only used for office
spaces, but also for public projects including
schools. Project FROG, a bay area startup, has
been achieving some amazing results with its
environmentally friendly modular classrooms.
A two million dollar budget got Watkinson
School 3,500 square feet of classroom space
built from 50 percent recycled material. The
building is outfitted with 60 solar panels that
reduce the electricity costs to zero, in fact
producing more energy that it uses. Also,
because of the modular design, the project took
only six months to complete. Here students are
taught lessons that incorporate sustainability,
conservation and environmental awareness.
Many schools are now looking to companies
such as Project FROG in order to replace the
portable trailers generally provided by the
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state.

PROJECT FROG

INSPIRATION
Provide healthier work and living environments

Strive for energy
maximization.

efficiency and space

Limit impact on our environment.
APPLICATION

Construct buildings to LEED standards, which
help implement ways to be environmentally
responsible and resource-efficient.
Design to comply with the principles of
social, economic, and ecological sustainability.
PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS: JOHN GOLLINGS
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ECO - FRIENDLY

CIVIC BUILDINGS
Due to the fact that public buildings are 		
typically high-profile community driven projects,
Civic buildings have a unique role in the green
building movement because of their altruistic
mission, and public and pedagogical nature.

The Surry Hills Library and

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS: JOHN GOLLINGS

Community Centre in Sydney, Australia was
recently awarded the 2010 National Award
for Sustainable Architecture . Designed by
Francis-Jones Morehen Thorp (FJMT), the library
and community center sets a new standard of
excellence for sustainable design. With automatic
sun-tracking louvers, a rooftop photovoltaic
system, a green roof, healthy indoor air quality,
and an innovative air handling system, the center
and FJMT are highly deserving recipients of this
year’s national sustainable design award.
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FJMT

ECO - FRIENDLY

SKYSCRAPERS
Sustainable skyscrapers are becoming more
prevalent, with energy efficient buildings 		
correlating to a more efficient and productive
work environment. In turn, companies are
coming to the realization that investing in ‘green’
principles is more profitable in the long run.

The Bank of America Tower at One Bryant

Park in midtown New York, designed by Cook +
Fox Architects, is the first commercial high-rise
to achieve LEED Platinum certification. The design
and high performance of this building sets a new
standard for commercial construction and for
the office-work environment. By focusing on
ways to emphasize daylight, fresh air and a
connection to the outdoors, the architects
redefine the parameters of the skyscraper as more
than a glass box.
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ECO - FRIENDLY

INSPIRATION
The need for social spaces to provide
positive interactions .

A Changed attitude towards public
space, city streets and walk-ability.
Promote healthy, safe surrounding sites.

Activate and shaping sidewalk experience.
APPLICATION

Design successful ground floor retail and
sidewalks that engage pedestrians.
Provide gathering spaces within the building
and surrounding site.

RTKL & ASSOCIATES INC.
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HUMAN SCALE

GROUND FLOOR RETAIL
The pedestrian experience is one of the most
thrilling and intimate ways to experience 		
architecture. 					

Brooks + Scarpa Architects designed
improvements to eight parking garages 		
surrounding the popular 3rd Street 		
Promenade of Santa Monica, including new
facades, improved pedestrian access, sculptural
signage, enhanced LED lighting for safety and
aesthetics, and ground floor retail. Building
on the success of the 3rd street promenade and
Southern California’s ideal outdoor climate, the
redesign aids in creating a more walkable and
friendly atmosphere. The multifaceted new facade
transforms the street-side appearance, altering
the viewer’s perception of space and function
while visually integrating the building with the
complex fabric of the city. It injects a sense of life
and activity into the promenade, and encourages
a more convivial and welcoming experience.
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HUMAN SCALE

GATHERING SPACES
Architecture is most successful when it creates
an environment to enrich human experiences.
This assignment creates a space to help 		
develop and reinforce the community of		
students and faculty by providing an informal
space for chance and casual encounters.

The design concept for the new Kimball Art

Center delivers a unique experience and
expands art into the broader Park City 		
community, creating a new social space for the
21st century. The heart of the Art Center, the
process by which art is made, is connected to the
street corner. Passersby can see deep into the
building, viewing people working throughout
several studio spaces, the main exhibition space
and the many other spaces that are visually linked
together. Rather than simply displaying art to the
community, the process itself is on display.
BROOKS+SCARPA ARCHITECTS
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HUMAN SCALE

BIOMIMICRY
INSPIRATION

Humans have looked at nature

for

answers to both complex and simple
problems throughout our existence
Strive to be stronger,
more efficient.

greener, and

Provide aesthetically pleasing, and

site-responsive design.
APPLICATION

use nature-influenced geometrical form.
look to nature for inspiration in order to
solve design problems.
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BIOMIMICRY
NATURE INSPIRED
Biomimetic architecture goes beyond using
nature as inspiration for the aesthetic 		
components of built form, but instead seeks to
use nature to solve problems of the building’s
functioning.

In Brooks + Scarpa Architects new Interfaith

Chapel at the University of North Florida, they
are drawing inspiration from a free-flowing
wedding gown, its informally shaped footprint
- reminiscent of allegorical figures such as
Justice, Faith, Hope, Charity, Prudence and Fortitude – flowing upward and culminating at the
top with a large skylight . The light is diffused by
a wooden lattice spire that is derived from the
symbol of infinity. The symbolic, 7000 square-foot
structure will provide students with an intimate,
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spiritual space .

BROOKS+SCARPA ARCHITECTS

BIOMIMICRY
ORGANIC DESIGN
“Nature has kindly provided that throughout the world
you may find something to imitate.” - Leonardo Da Vinci

Organic architecture uses nature-inspired
geometrical forms in design and seeks to 		
reconnect the human with his or her 		
surroundings. Nature has a lot to teach us, and
architects are starting to look to forms in
nature as inspiration for form in design.
In the heart of a 150-acre redwood forest,
Smith|Allen has created a site responsive, 3D
printed architectural installation: Echoviren.
The project merges architecture, art and 		
technology to explore the dialectic between man,
machine and nature. Spanning 10 x 10 x 8 feet,
Echoviren is a translucent white enclosure, stark
and artificial against the natural palette of reds
and greens of the forest. A true interplay of man
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and nature moderated by technology.

ALL PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF SMITH|ALLEN

THANK YOU
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All photos and content used with Permission
Designers featured:

• Five AM Architects
• DX Arquitectos [http://www.dx.cl/]
• Project Frog
• Francis-Jones Morehen Thorp (FJMT)
• Cook + Fox Architects
• Brooks + Scarpa Architects
• smith|allen

CREDITS
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