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PG 9

INDUSTRIAL
INSPIRATION

Motivated by the need for raw

minimalism in design.

A renewed interest in material

quality and

Texture.

Find the beauty in imperfections.

Renovation and reuse at the forefront of
residential design.

APPLICATION

Use of natural materials juxtaposed to modern
industrial steel.
Evoke the aesthetic of warehouses and factory
interior.
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CARLES ENRICH GIMÉNEZ, ARCHITECT

INDUSTRIAL
REUSE/RECYCLE
Brick walls, concrete floors, vast open spaces
and massive steel frames are the industrial
charms of old factories that are popping up in
residential design.

Architect Carles Enrich converted a
dilapidated laundry space into this 145 sqm
apartment for a young family, keeping the
original weathered stone and brick walls and
incorporating modern steel. The walls provide
a pleasing contrast to the muted neutral
tones that otherwise dominate the space.
Polished concrete floors and knotted timber
planks add to the raw aesthetic, while a series
of black powder-coated wide flange beams
cradle the bedroom loft area, with a
bookshelf wall as a floating (and useful)
addition.
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CARLES ENRICH GIMÉNEZ, ARCHITECT

INDUSTRIAL
CLEAN DESIGN
Industrial aesthetic introduces a blank palate,
with stark walls and monotone colors.

This loft of 100 square meters, located in Brazil
and designed by Diego Revollo, shows an
impressive combination of comfort and
modernity. The use of one kind of covering for
the walls and roof of the apartment provides
uniformity to the area, creating a single box,
while the black steel i-beam and stair provides
a rich contrast. The design reaches a balance
between rustic and industrial characteristics,
while still providing a warm and comfortable
environment. The designer mimicked many of the
characteristics of a commercial New York
warehouse in this residential space.
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DIEGO REVOLLO

INSPIRATION
Provide healthier

living environments

A desire to connect with the outdoors.
Strive for space maximization.

Blur the lines between interior and exterior
spaces.

APPLICATION

Provide a well-designed roof terrace that
directly connects to interior living space.
Blend outside and inside with use of sliding
doors and interior courtyards.
ROD DESIGN
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SEAMLESS

ACCESSIBLE TERRACE
Architects are beginning to focus on indoor and
outdoor relationships, designing the in and the
out at the same time!

The Mentana Residence, a two-story
apartment designed by MU architecture, is
located just above a very popular restaurant in

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS: JOHN GOLLINGS

the heart of Plateau Mont-Royal in Montreal.
Upstairs, the master bedroom directly
communicates with a small but spacious terrace
facing east, while the a lounge opens onto a large
terrace, both oriented to enjoy the sun throughout the day. Each of these rooms has direct access
to outside, and architectural features, such
as pocket doors and sliding doors, are used to
seamlessly blend outside and inside. It allows a
line of sight and visual connection from inside to MU ARCHITECTURE
outside, enhancing the home’s livability.
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SEAMLESS

INTERIOR COURTYARD
Renting residents are now looking for green
areas on the grounds of their apartments. Many
developers are installing Zen gardens and
interior courtyards.

This apartment flat, designed by Archiplan

Studio, positions the interior living space
around a small inner courtyard. The front facing
the street has no openings apart from the main
entrance, however the small courtyards supply

MATT GIBSON ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN

the living space with an abundance of natural
light. These inner green spaces can be a peaceful
relaxing area, giving the residents the feel of the
outdoors in the privacy of their homes.

ARCHIPLANSTUDIO
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SEAMLESS

INSPIRATION
The need for social spaces to provide
positive interactions .

A changed attitude towards
Community within a neighborhood.
Create a balance between career and
lifestyle.

centrally located and clear access
to amenities.
To be

APPLICATION

Design successful apartment complexes close
to public transport and urban centers.

TIETGENKOLLEGIET

Provide exciting communal spaces within the
building and surrounding site.

COMMUNAL
9

SOCIAL HOUSING
For many, a sense of community is truly
important to modern apartment living. When
they can find affordable housing that is
convenient both to work and leisure-time
activities, young residents are often thrilled –
and motivated to stick around.

Hannibal Road Gardens is a social
housing project set around a community garden
in London. A delightful terrace of eight
contemporary apartment homes looks over the
newly landscaped and densely planted garden in
the center of the square. The innovative notched
terrace typology creates a variety of amenity
spaces and views. This complex is a great example
of a collaborative approach to planning, relying
on shared common areas to create opportunities
for community interaction.

PHOTOGRAPHER CREDIT : MORLEY VON STERNBERG
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COMMUNAL

SOCIAL SPACES
Communal lounge areas and rooftop green
spaces are sprouting up in forward-thinking
apartment communities.

The Commons, designed by Breathe Architects,
features a highly efficient building design, stacks
of energy efficient technologies and unique
transport options. At the heart of the project is
the idea of building a residential community in an
environment that pushes the boundaries of sustainability. The green roof on The Commons will
act to naturally cool and insulate the
building, and also provides a space for residents
to interact, BBQ and grow their own produce.
All residents receive yearly public transport
passes as part of their owners fees, allowing
car parking spaces to be traded for an inviting
ground floor environment.

BREATHE ARCHITECTURE
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COMMUNAL

MICRO
INSPIRATION
Think smaller regarding space and cost.
Strive to be affordable,
more efficient.

greener, and

Provide aesthetically pleasing, flexible
design.
Foster innovation and ingenuity.

APPLICATION

Design small apartments, using techniques
like built-ins that serve multiple functions.
Stack zoned living areas upon one another to
efficiently utilize vertical space.
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MICRO
SMALL ZONES
Micro apartments are carefully-constructed,
efficient units that offer renters a more
affordable, energy-saving housing alternative in
dense neighborhoods .

Spanish studio MYCC converted a plain
shoebox apartment into an incredible modern
home that maximizes space. With a tiny floor plan
and very neat interiors, the minimalist Pad
measures a mere 215 sq ft (20 sqm), but has been
cleverly designed with different level platforms
to make for comfy quarters for one person.
Open, bright, and simple, this naturally lit
dwelling shows how any space can be made
comfortable and efficient with a little bit of
creativity and good planning.
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MICRO
STACKING UPWARDS
Designers are making small units attractive to
renters by incorporating flexible space; using sliding partition walls that tenants can customize,
lots of closet space, and built in storage.

This 425 sq. ft. Manhattan Micro-Loft stacks
upwards for more space. The designer’s goal was
to create a continuous circulation up from the
entrance to the rooftop deck. Through efficient
use of space, built-in storage, furniture and a
light-filled design, the apartment seems much
larger than it’s 425 sq ft. A staircase with built-in
storage below leads up to the lofted bedroom
that cantilevers out over the living room .
Windows from high above fill the space with
daylight, bouncing light upon the white walls.
The open floor plan makes this micro apartment
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seem light and airy.
ALL PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF SCOTT SPECHT

THANK YOU
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All photos and content used with Permission
Designers featured:

• Ralph Germann architectes
• Carles Enrich Giménez, architect
• Diego Revollo
• Archiplan Studio
• ROD Design
• Mu Architecture
• Matt Gibson Architecture + Design
• Breathe Architecture
• Peter Barber Architects
• MYCC oficina de arquitectura
• Scott Specht
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