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2014 DESIGN TRENDS
HEALTHCARE ARCHITECTURE
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SYMBOLIC
INSPIRATION

A need for design that connects to a
community’s culture,

local habitat.

A renewed interest in

history, and

texture.

Aesthetically pleasing, and

site-responsive design.
Striving to be iconic architecture.

APPLICATION

Use nature-influenced geometrical form.
Look to nature for inspiration in order to
solve design problems.
3

IMAGE COURTESY OF HAMMERSCHMID PACHL SEEBACHER ARCHITECTS

SYMBOLIC
FORM
Architects are beginning to take inspiration
from a community’s local environment, in
everything from floor plan layout to striking
sculptural forms.

Dronning Ingrids Hospital, designed by C.
F. Møller Architects, practically grows straight
up out of the terrain like a block of ice. It’s
form is derived from the natural surroundings just outside the hospital windows, the ice
blocks that float around in Godthåbsfjord, and
the sight of Greenland’s highest mountain,
Sermitsiaq, which towers up behind the town.
With both the facades and the roof clad in
copper, the building emanates a sense of wholeness –similar to an ice block or a mountain top.
The unifying copper skin is appropriate for the
building’s inclined form and makes a subtle
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statement befitting a dignified public hospital.
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SYMBOLIC
MATERIALITY
Healthcare design is looking to the natural
environment for inspiration in creating healthier surroundings.

This Medical Practice, by Graz-based
architects Hammerschmid Pachl Seebacher, is
located in the remote village of Ramsau in the
Austrian Alps, known for its cross-country
skiing and beautiful landscapes. The building’s
shape and the materiality is reminiscent of the
typical historical hay barns of the Ennstal area.
The facade is vertically clad with roughly sawn,
untreated spruce, and they used locally milled
larch to build the benches in the waiting room
and the counter in the pharmacy. The walls
behind the benches are covered in grey loden,
a thick wool fabric traditional to the Austrian
alps.
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INSPIRATION
Provide a healthier patient experience.
Promote general well-being.
Strive to be cost-saving,
more efficient.

greener, and

Blur the lines between interior and exterior
environment.

APPLICATION

Construct buildings to LEED standards by being environmentally responsible
Design to comply with the principles of
social, economic, and ecological sustainability.
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SUSTAINABLE

MICRO
Designers recognize that design elements such
as passive ventilation and abundant daylight
keep patients in touch with nature and often give
them a welcome escape from their conditions.

The Belmont Community Rehabilitation

Centre, designed by Australian practice Billard
Leece Partnership, is a rehabilitation facility in
which form and materiality seek to engage with
the surroundings. The façade is articulated with
recessed self-shading windows to the street
elevations, while the north-west facing
courtyard façade consists of framed panels of
ship lap timber that contrast with the dynamic
folded sun shades. These self-shading windows
to all habitable rooms provide abundant
daylight and natural ventilation.
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SUSTAINABLE

MACRO
Hospital designers that integrate environmentally
sustainable operations at their facilities create
a culture of nurturing and this demonstrates a
sincere commitment to all people.

The New Mollet Hospital, located in
Barcelona, Spain, is considered to be one of the
pioneer public hospitals in environmental
responsibility and energy efficiency. Designed by
Corea Moran Arquitectura, the hospital faces
a large public park, and takes advantage of the
slope of the site. The building is organized around
interior garden patios that provide light and
ventilation, while a large public plaza is placed
at the main entrance. The facility has efficient
mechanical and lighting systems, including a
geothermal system for heating and cooling and
an innovative radiant ceiling.
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SUSTAINABLE

INSPIRATION
Provide customizable patient
experiences.

Add playful accents for higher level
of delight and richness.
Address the need for positive
to facilitate healing.

spaces

APPLICATION

Incorporate bold color into way finding,
circulation, and building articulation.
Allow patients to customize their own space
with adjustable light and color controls.
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BOLD COLOR
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COLOR PANELS
With the proper planning, the process of
creating aesthetically pleasing and cheerful
environments can be both cost effective and
exciting.

The cylindrical Emergency and Infectious

Diseases Unit at Skåne University Hospital
in Malmo Sweden provides a new landmark in
healthcare design. It’s round, drum-like form
serves to both fill the logistical requirements of
infectious disease healthcare as well as create
an embracing, welcoming tectonic composition
of colorful volumes and glass. Terraced, plastered facades are cut by polychrome masses and
protected by weather-deflecting glazed panes.
Quality daylight and colorful finishes have been
consciously employed to hasten the healing
process and create a comfortable, therapeutic
environment.
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BOLD COLOR

RESIDENTIAL
INSPIRATION
Create a balance between home and
hospital care.

Focus on enhanced comfort and reduced
stress
A changing

attitude towards stark,

clinical interiors.

APPLICATION

Design successful healthcare facilities that
focus on comfort, relaxation and the client’s
needs.
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Incorporate spacious and light-filled zones,
as well as archetypal home elements in
design.
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RESIDENTIAL
WARMTH
The “patient experience” has become paramount
to the success of a healthcare facility. Architects
strive to provide the best possible conditions for
promoting quality of life.

The Hospice Djursland is a palliative treatment facility with room for 15 patients, located
in a beautiful landscape setting overlooking the
bay of Aarhus, Denmark. The architects aimed to
create a very humane building; a building which
is not an institution, but rather a home which
provides adequate physical and mental space . The
semi-circular layout is to ensure that all
patient-rooms have a private terrace, allowing
ample daylight throughout the day. The
landscape and gardens surround the hospice,
with special emphasis on the sensory aspects of
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sight, smell, touch and sound.
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RESIDENTIAL
SYMBOLISM
Architects are incorporating archetypal home
design into healthcare facilities, thus enhancing comfort and reducing stress.

Livsrum, designed by EFFEKT architects, is
a new cancer counseling center at Næstved
hospital in Denmark. Rather than designing the
facility as one large structure, EFFEKT planned
a series of domestic-scale buildings with gabled
roof profiles and arranged them around a pair
of courtyards. Each house has its own specific
function and together they form a coherent
sequence of differing spaces and functions. The
residential scale buildings focus on the beneficial qualities of light, open spaces, privacy, and
views of and access to outdoors. The emphasis
is on providing nurturing spaces.
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THANK YOU
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All photos and content used with Permission
Designers featured:

• Hammerschmid Pachl Seebacher architects
• C. F. Møller Architects
• Billard Leece Partnership
• Corea Moran Arquitectura
• EFFEKT architects

CREDITS
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